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10. — The Origin and History of the English Language, and of the 
Early Literature it embodies. By George P. Marsh, Author of 
" Lectures on the English Language," etc., etc. New York : 
Charles Scribner. 1862. 8vo. pp. xv. and 574. 

The materials for a critical history of English literature are rich 
and abundant ; but no one has yet digested them into any work which 
adequately represents the present state of our knowledge as to its ori- 
gin and growth, or which satisfactorily analyzes its characteristics at 
different periods of English history. There have been, indeed, nu- 
merous compends of little research and critical acumen, as well as 
some important contributions to special departments of the subject. 
Among the most valuable of the latter class of works are the two 
volumes of Lectures for which we are indebted to the ripe scholarship 
of Mr. George P. Marsh, now Minister of the United States at the 
Court of Sardinia. The first series of his Lectures, which was pub- 
lished two or three years ago, was noticed with strong commendation 
in our pages on its first appearance, and has since reached a fourth 
edition ; the second series, which is not less deserving of a favorable 
reception, is designed as a supplementary discussion of some of the 
topics considered in the former volume. It includes a course of twelve 
lectures read before the Lowell Institute in this city, in the latter part 
of 1860 and the beginning of 1861, and is marked by the same thor- 
ough knowledge of the subject, and the same sound principles of criti- 
cism, on which the author's previous work was based. The treatment 
is necessarily popular rather than strictly scientific ; but, in the revision 
of the lectures for the press, much new matter appears to have been 
incorporated with the original text, and many additional notes and 
illustrations have been appended to the several lectures. The style 
is polished and luminous ; and the numerous citations which have been 
introduced as specimens of the style of the various authors noticed 
have been carefully and judiciously chosen. Starting with an introduc- 
tory lecture on the parallel and interdependent growth of the English 
language and literature during the early stages of English history, and 
on the various circumstances by which the progress of each was af- 
fected, Mr. Marsh traces in the remaining lectures the various modifi- 
cations which the language underwent down to the close of the reign 
of Elizabeth, and describes the special characteristics of the literature 
of each successive period. Among the topics which are most thor- 
oughly and elaborately discussed, and to each of which an entire lec- 
ture is devoted, are the " Origin and Composition of the Anglo-Saxon 
People and their Language," the " Anglo-Saxon Vocabulary, Litera- 
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ture, and Grammar," and the "Semi-Saxon Literature." Coming 
down to a later period, we have three able and judicious lectures on 
" The Author of Piers Ploughman and his Imitators," " Wycliflfe and 
his School," and " Chaucer and Gower." The other five lectures in- 
clude a somewhat wider range of topics, but each topic is considered 
with reference to the main subject, and in all the lectures we have 
abundant evidence of Mr. Marsh's special fitness for the task which he 
has undertaken. 

11. — 1. The Book-Hunter, etc. By John Hill Burton. Edinburgh 
and London : William Blackwood & Sons. 1862. 16mo. pp.384. 

2. The Same. With Additional Notes by Richard Grant White. 
New York : Sheldon & Co. 1863. 16mo. pp.411. 

Mr. Burton has acquired an honorable place in the literary history 
of Scotland by his Life of David Hume, and a History of Scotland 
from 1688 to 1745; and he is also known as the author or editor 
of several other works of less importance. The pleasantly written 
volume now before us gives evidence of a wide extent of reading and 
study, and will be gladly welcomed by all who are familiar with his 
other writings. It is somewhat miscellaneous in its contents ; and it 
owes its origin to the favorable reception by the public of some papers 
on the ways of book-collectors, and other kindred topics, contributed by 
the author to Blackwood's Magazine. Under the stimulus of friendly 
criticisms on these sketches, he determined to recast his materials into 
a new form, and to publish a thin volume on the subject ; but, as he 
proceeded, his plan expanded into new and wider relations, and the 
final result of his labors is a volume o( nearly four hundred pages. It 
is divided into four Parts of unequal length, the first two describing 
the nature and functions of the Book-Hunter, and the last two giving 
an account of several Book Clubs and of Book-Club Literature. In 
each of these divisions, Mr. Burton has brought together many curious 
anecdotes and much valuable information ; and he has also embodied 
many just observations on the nature and worth of the labors of mere 
book-collectors. Among the portions of his work which may be read 
with most interest and profit are those treating of " The Desultory 
Reader, or Bohemian of Literature," of the Book-Hunter's " Achieve- 
ments in the Creation of Libraries," of " The Preservation of Litera- 
ture," of " The Roxburghe Club," and of " Some Book-Club Men," 
and also the notices of John Spalding and Robert Wodrow. Scattered 
through the other chapters there are many noticeable passages, such, 
for instance, as the amusing description of De Quincey under the 
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